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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 21 July 1970
FROM: Kika de la Garza
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Migrants returning to Hidalgo County with unused food
stamps can turn these in to the Hidalgo County ASCS office at Edinburg, Rep de la Garza
announced today. This is an unprecedented effort to see that no migrant loses any
money in the program.
The South Texan said that he had made such an arrangement with the Departmen~
of Agriculture for the convenience of migrant families returning to Hidalgo County from
work in ·other parts of the country where food stamps are available.
Rep de la Garza said since Hidalgo County is participating in the U S
Department of Agriculture Commodity Distribution Program needy migrants and other
families while living in the county are assisted in meeting their current food needs
through donations of food commodities handled by the county, and ~he present law
prohibits a dual system.
Since Hidalgo County migrant families working in other parts of the county
might be in food stamp counties and be qualified for participatioQ in food stamps it
well could be, said Rep de la Garza, that some families might return home with food
stamps which were not turned into stores for food purchases.
Therefore, according to the South Texan, they could turn in these stamps
to the Hidalgo County ASCS office for refunds.
The South Texan explained that the Department of Agriculture's food stamp
regulations provide a way for families to turn in any such stamps when they move to
a county where they received food assistance through the community donation. "It is
on this basis", de la Garza said, "that the Department of Agriculture will reimburse
such a family for any money they invested in the unused portion of the stamp allotment
issued to them. All they have to do is take these food stamps to the ASCS office."
Rep de la Garza said that it is the Agriculture Department's thinking that
their decision to permit the Hidalgo County ASCS office to accept food stamps for
reimbursement does not deprive any needy family in Hidalgo County from receiving food
assistance because they will be served by the commodities program.
The Congressman said that designation of counties for food stamps is done
by the countr+s application to the Department of Agriculture for such assistance with
the county making the decision whether to go into the Commodity Distribution Program
or into the Food Stamp Program.
* * *
